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SUBJECT: Wisconsin Steel Work Site Environmental Clean-Up 
Project, Chicago, Illinois p..-,̂ .̂  ,~̂  

Dear Study Participant: tf:7l,:Lr;..:^ 7 Ĉ ANCH 

The Buffalo District is currently preparing to undertake a 
Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study of the subject site in 
order to fully assess the Environmental impacts of proposed 
clean-up of the Wisconsin Steel Site, City of Chicago, Cook 
County, Illinois. 

The Spirit of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 
as amended, requires that Federal agencies initiate "an early and 
open process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed 
and for identifying the significant issues related to the 
proposed action." As a part of this early "scoping" process, I 
wish to invite your participation in this study. 

On April 19, 1991 the U.S. Department of the Army (DA) 
acting through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to furnish a broad range of 
environmental restoration management services to the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA), U.S. Department of Commerce 
(DOC) in connection with EDA's Environmental Restoration Program. 
On April 25, 1991, USACE's North Central Division (CENCD) 
directed Buffalo District (CENCB) to initiate a Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) of the subject Wisconsin 
Steel Works (WSW) site in accordance with the MOA. On May 1, 
1991, initial funds were made available to CENCB for in-house 
costs associated with the first phase of work leading to the 
award of the RI/FS Architect-Engineer (A/E) contract to be 
administered by CENCB in support of the EDA clean-up of the WSW 
site. The objective of the RI/FS process is to gather 
information sufficient to support an informed risk management 
decision as to which remedy appears to be appropriate for the WSW 
site. 
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Environmental Analysis Section 
SUBJECT: Wisconsin Steel Work Site Environmental Clean-Up 
Project, Chicago, Illinois 

The WSW site is located in Cook County, Illinois, on the 
southside of the City of Chicago. The site is comprised of about 
176 acres of land. 

Various sampling and analysis activities conducted at the 
site since 1981 have revealed the presence of hazardous 
substances, including metal compounds, and organic volatile and 
semi-volatile constituents in soil, sediment, groundwater, 
surface water, and abandoned process units and structures. 

Most of the above-ground structures at the site have been 
demolished since 1984. During this time, two demolition 
contractors left, at various locations, piles of recyclable 
metal, building debris, above-grade dirt fill, and demolished 
bricks and concrete. The demolition contracts were only for 
above-grade facilities; hence, all the underground facilities 
remain to be removed and/or decontaminated. Underground 
facilities include underground tanks, tunnels, ducts, holding 
tank bases, basement walls, building foundations, and underwater 
slips. The entire area is fenced in, although specific areas 
inside the main plant would require hazard fencing, as they pose 
potential risk to workers and others. 

A complete environmental clean-up program for the WSW site 
would require a 4-phase approach, namely: (1) Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS); (2) Remedial Design 
(RD); (3) Plans and Specifications (P&S); and (4) Remedial 
Actions (RA). The work described in detail in the enclosed Scope 
of Work are only those elements needed to produce the RI report 
and the FS report as directed by CENCD. The purpose of the RI/FS 
is to ensure that the environmental impacts associated with past 
and present activities of the WSW site are thoroughly 
investigated, so that a timely and appropriate remedial 
design/action is taken to protect the public health, welfare, and 
the environment. These actions will be carried out in 
conformance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980 as amended by the 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986; the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969; and the 
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 
(NCP). 
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Environmental Analysis Section 
SUBJECT: Wisconsin Steel Work Site Environmental Clean-Up 
Project, Chicago, Illinois 

In order to identify any significant resources within the 
project vicinity and to assess potential clean-up impacts 
resulting from a potential project, I am requesting that you 
provide your input, comments, and recommendations pertaining to 
this Remedial Investigation and your interests and/or 
jurisdiction. Responses to this letter need not be extensive and 
previous coordination, if any, may be referenced but need not be 
reiterated. I would appreciate receiving your response within 45 
days of the date of this letter as well as a point of contact and 
telephone number. 

My point of contact pertaining to this matter is 
Mr. James M. Bennett, Chief of my Environmental Analysis Section, 
who can be contacted at 716-879-4180 (FTS 292-4180) or by writing 
to his attention at the above address. 

Sincerely, 

•>rq^ B. Brooks, P.E. 
Chief, Engineering £E Planning Division 

Enclosures 
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